Item Nos. 10 to 12 Court No. 1

BEFORE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

Execution Application No. 32/2024
In
Original Application No. 10/2014

Pavit Singh Applicant

Versus

The State (N.C.T. of Delhi) & Ors. Respondent(s)

WITH

Execution Application No. 39/2024
In
Original Application No. 58/2013

Sonya Gosh Applicant

Versus

Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi & Ors. Respondent(s)

WITH

Original Application No. 1188/2024

News Item titled "Why efforts to reclaim the Ridge -Delhi’s lungs - is no
easy task" appearing in the Indian Express dated 09.09.2024

Date of hearing: 19.11.2025

CORAM: HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE PRAKASH SHRIVASTAVA, CHAIRPERSON

HON’BLE DR. A. SENTHIL VEL, EXPERT MEMBER

Applicants:  Ms. Karishma Maria, Adv. for Applicant in E.A No. 32/2024

Mr. Raj Panjwani, Senior Advocate (Amicus Curiae) with Mr. Aayushman
Aeron, Adv. in E.A No. 39/2024

Respondents: Mr. Aman Panwar, Mr. Siddhant Buxy, Mr. Abhinav Kumar & Mr. Manav

1.

Kaushik, Advs. for GNCTD

Ms. Suhasini Sen & Ms. Raushni Kaura, Advs. for MoEF & CC

Ms. Jyoti Mendiratta & Ms. Ananya Basudha, Advs. for DM South
Ms. Puja S. Kalra & Mr. Virendra Singh, Advs. for MCD (Through VC)
Mr. Gigi. C. George & Mr. Sunil Kumar, Advs. for Delhi Police

ORDER

Learned Counsel appearing for the GNCTD has submitted that the

Notification under Section 20 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 dated

24.10.2025 has been published in the Delhi Gazette dated 30.10.2025. It
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has been pointed out by this Notification an area of 4080.82 hectare has
been covered. He further submits that the Notification has been filed
yesterday alongwith the affidavit. Since it has been filed belatedly, it has

not come on record. Office is directed to place it on record.

2. Learned Counsel for the MoEF&CC has submitted that Hon’ble
Supreme Court on 11.11.2025 has passed an order in IA No. 117204/2024
(CEC Report No. 5 of 2024) in W.P. (C) No. 202/1995 constituting the Delhi
Ridge Management Board (DRMB) and the Standing Committee and also
directing the MoEF&CC to issue Notification of constitution of DRMB
under Section 3(3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to give the

statutory recognition to the DRMB.

3. Learned Counsel for the MoEF&CC has referred to paragraph 45 of

the order of the Hon’ble Supreme Court wherein it has been observed that:

&«

45. It can thus be seen that if the DRMB is given statutory status, its
orders can be judicially scrutinized either by the learned NGT
under Section 14 of the NGT Act and by this court by way of
appeal under Section 22 of the said act or by the High Court
under Articles 226 and 227 of the Constitution of India.”

4. Hon’ble Supreme Court in the above order has directed as under:

“57. We, therefore, pass the following order:

i. We direct the MoEF&CC to constitute the DRMB by issuing
notification under Section 3(3) of the EP Act with the membership
as under:

1.  Chief Secretary, GNCT of Delhi, Chairman

2.  Vice-Chairman, Delhi Development Authority, Member

3. Representative of the Director General of Forests & Special
Secretary, MoEF&CC, Government of India, not below the

rank of Inspector General of Forests, Member

4. Representative of the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs, Gol (not below the rank of JS), Member

5. Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Delhi, Member



10.

11.

12.

13.

Chairman, New Delhi Municipal Council, Member

Director General, Central Public Works Department,
Government of India, Member

Representative of the Commissioner of Police, Delhi (not
below the rank of Joint Commissioner), Member

Principal Secretary/Secretary (Environment & Forests),
GNCTD, Member

Principal Secretary/Secretary (Land Revenue), GNCTD,
Member

Two representatives from NGOs and Civil Societies (to be
nominated by GNCT of Delhi), Member

Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, GNCTD, Member-
Secretary

Representative of Central Empowered Committee (CEC),
Member

ii. The DRMB on its constitution would constitute a Standing
Committee as under:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Member of the CEC, Chairperson;
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, GNCTD;

Two Representatives from NGOs and Civil Societies who
are already part of the DRMB;

Nominee of the Chief Secretary, GNCTD; and

Nominee of the Delhi Development Authority.

The nominees to be appointed by the Chief Secretary, GNCTD
and DDA must be experts in the field of conservation.

iii. The functioning of the DRMB would be as under:

a)

b)

d)

The Board shall act as a single-window authority insofar
as the Delhi Ridge and the Morphological Ridge is
concerned;

The Board must ensure the preservation of the Delhi Ridge
and Morphological Ridge in its pristine glory by removing
all encroachments and taking all necessary steps to
improve the Ridge;

The Board must remove all encroachments in the Delhi
Ridge as well as the Morphological Ridge;

The Board must duly ensure that the identification process
of the Morphological Ridge is complete as per order dated
8th February, 2023 in T.N. Godavarman (supra) 13 and
report its compliance, along with comments, if any, to this
court;



e)] The Board must ensure the protection, scientific
management, ecological restoration of the Ridge and the
Morphological Ridge including afforestation and habitat
conservation;

f)  The Board must submit periodic Reports every six months
to this court regarding the status of the Ridge and the
Morphological Ridge and the compliance of the directions of
this court;

g) The Board must act fairly and transparently in discharge
of its functions - this would include having a website,
provide public notices for hearings in advance, public
consultation, and uploading of reports on the website as
soon as they are placed before this court or any other
Authority; and

h)  All authorities in the territory of the NCT of Delhi must act
in aid of the discharge of duties of the Board.

iv. The Member of the CEC who will officially act as the
representative to the DRMB is directed to report to this court
every three months on proper functioning of the DRMB and the
Standing Committee.”

5. Learned Counsel for the GNCTD has submitted that with the
publication of the Notification on 30.10.2025 the direction issued by the

Tribunal by order dated 15.01.2021 in OA No. 58/2013 stands satisfied.

0. Learned Amicus seeks time to examine it and advance arguments on

the next date of hearing.

7. List on 11.02.2026.

Prakash Shrivastava, CP

Dr. A. Senthil Vel, EM

November 19, 2025
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